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The last section of our previous editorial drew comment as to precisely
what did we mean by the statement: "....,and above all, are not personal
attacks on any individual. There is no room for American style "ufology"
in our Australian ranks.®

By this, taken in context with the rest of the editorial; we meant that
we believe that reasoned debate on the UFO subject can and should be conducted
without recourse to personal attacks on the character of an individual. One
should concentrate on the reasoning and logic of a person's arguement or
hypothesis and not on the individual themselves.

This open debate on the pro's and con's of anyone's ideas should involve
the perusal and discussion on the work of all and any researcher of whatever
nationality or thought.

Our reference to 'American style "ufology"' was an unfortunate choice of
words, but was an honest reflection on a recent trend by such people as :
Klass in the USA to choose to conduct attacks on individuals, when they
(debunkers) are unable to shake the factual evidence being presented. Please
let's keep our debate on a professional level.

UFOCON 6.

Ue wish to thank all those people who attended the sixth annual UFO conference
in Adelaide between 10-12 October. The event produced some very interesting
papers and some lively discussions on a large range of topics.

Our special thanks to members of UFO Research (SA) for their help in

the organisation of the conference.

Spare copies of the proceedings are available from ACUFOS at a cost of $15
(Australian) which includes packaging and surface postage. The proceedings
contain 10 of the papers (in full) which were presented, and are spiral bound.
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From Plausibility to Proof: The Science of UFO Predicticn,

by John Prytz.

In the latter partc of 1980, I was requested by the Department cof the
(Cocmmonwealth) Parliamentary Library (where I work), to represent the Library in
a phase -1 ‘joint Parliamentary study of the information nceds of Parliament through
1988/89. This study was part and parcel of the planning needed fecr the New and
Permanent House of Parliament, the cocnsiruction of which is now beginning.
Forecasts were needed for the funds, manpcwer ard equipment needed to cater for
“lose information needs of the Tive Parliamentary Departments (House of Represent-
atives, Senate, Joint House, Hansard and of course the Library) and of course the
Parliamentarians and Parliamentary Committees they serve. :

Although it was easy enough (in the Library's case) to take past demand for
information trends and extrapolite then a decade ahezd. this had obviously pitfalls
in that it didn’t allow for various factors of a2 likely nature (i.e. a doubling of
Parliamentary research assistants in 1983) that cculd sccur between now and 1988/89,
and wvhich, if introduced, could have a majo: impact on the forecast. It would be a
straight "the past is the key to the future" exercise. So...

If we wished to generate various poesible scenarios; play a "what if?"
came that had a bit of meaning irn it; we had to know what generated the past
demand on Library services. What waes the driving force?

We cculcdn't prove there was a direct cause/effect relationchip between the
neat. demand for Librany information (the dependent varicble) and some other factor(s)
(4he independent variable(s)), but we could determine mathsmatically the degree
ci correlation. A high degreoe of correlstion would be suggestive of causality and
useful in forecasting.

By playing arcund with the likely futurea of theose independent variables
{if any), we would generate a mure accurate &nd convincing forecast for the dependent
variable (demand for information). We fiist had to t=y and figure out what could
be the driving forces what could be logically cerrelated with the basic historical
and statistical trend for Librarzy services. I censidered feor example:
1) The number of "crisis® per year.
2) The number cf hours of Parliamentary sitting per ‘vears

A

3) The number--and proximity of Parliamentary recearch assistants or staff.

4) The number of achkual:. Library services (on the theony unat the greater the
number of ‘services, the greater the demand).

5) The number of "bits" of informaticn published/obroadcast per year.

6) The size of the Goverrmant's mejerity (that is wihether the Parliament was an
"active" or M"passive" cne).

7) The occurrence of Federal and/vr State electicns.

8) The degree of technological improvements introcduced to existing services.

es being Library demand gen=zratcrs which could be correlated with, even if not in

2 causality sanse, the base trend of the dependent variable.

The historical trend (sbtained frem Libzapy stdtistical records) of the
dependent variable was matched with the historical trends cf the various independent
variables (alcne and in combin“‘jrh) Given the order of magnitude of that job, we

had to seek out the assistance of the “new technology". de fed the data into CSA's
‘Computer Sciences of Australia) FLARES (Financial Analysis and Reporting System)
software program, and the data went via cable to CSA's computer complex in Sydney
where the number crunching took place. The return of any highly positive correlations
between any independent variable(s) and the dependern: variable (to a degree of

.9 or more) then suggested which of the indz pcndent variaebles we could play
around with in our sceneriogeneraticn (some of which waere ecascier to guesstimate
“han cthers - how do you forecast number of crisis per year?). Once that uwas
accomplished, the forecaected numiers for the indezendent variable(s) were fed
back into CSA's harduare and software; mcre number crunching took place; and the
printout then told us the: a) extreme uppez and lower limits of; b) most probable
upper and lower limits of; and c) the most likely projection for the dependent
variable, year by year, thrcugh 1988/89. As an ex“ra tonus, the computer

translated all of that into any combination of manpowez/technolcgy requirements for
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tihe Liktrary, and the eguivalers ccste in 1979,/80 daollars! The figures for the
Library (with the degree of correlation - the degree of certainty given that
what we said would happen with the independent variable(s) would in fact happen)
where cecmbined with the figures for other Parliamentary Departments, and a
combination report/briefing outlining the projections given to the Permanent
Heads of the five Parliamentary Departments. They in turn will go to the
Presiding Officers (the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President
of the Senate) who can go to those responsible officials for the New and
Permanent Parliament House with the forecasts.

Obviously our forecast predictions are testable -~ in 1988/89! If we turn
out to be way off the mark, then something clearly was wrong with either our

historical cause/effect assumptions (or lack of them) and/or our scenario
generation assumptions. Regardless, our analysis of the situation is testable

(and if it doesn‘t pan out I don&t want to be around to know about it)!

So what does the above (by way of a very lengthy introduction) have to do
wi.th UFOs? In thecry, everything, for it suggests a tool by which:

1) Past UFO trends can be forecasted into the future to "X degree of precision
depending tpeon hcow uell the past trend being forecasted fits various
mathematical equaticns. .

2) Past UFO trerds can be correlated to “X" degree of precision with any of
dozens cf pousible independent variable trends (in isolation or in combinaticn
~ see below for some suggesticns) which would suggest, either for or against.
various pos=ible cause/effect relationships.

3) Highly positive correlaticns between the past dependent (UF0) variable and
independent® variable(s) can be extrapolated into the -future, in particular
through the use of varicus speculative scerario gencerations for the independent
variables, which of course yields.... ;

4) Predicticns of future UFO trends/behavicur which can be put to_the test as

ufological events unfold. £nd the teeting of any scientific theory (which the

above correlation would be), thzcugh prediction, is usually considered as the
making or breakinrg of prcof in a scientifically acceptable sense!l

However, to accomplish any cr all of the above by pen and paper would be
one heck of a mind-boggling; time~consuming, and probably boring task. Hence
the need fcr computex hardware and software. Before discussing the various
pcssiblie categories cf independant variables, it should be pointed out that

the depend=nt variable (the UFO) can be forecasted (in isolation or through

cerrelaticns) depending upcg the interest(s) of the individual ufologist, where

the only limiting factor is the availabilily of statistically meaningful data.

That is, one could "predict™ such things ass '

1) Number of UFO reports world-wide per year (highly general), or
"2) Number of en-duty policemen whc report a sighting of a UFO on the ground,
coupled wlith two cr mor& cccupants, and where EM effects are noted, betuween
"the hours of 0330 and 0€00, within a radius of 50 KM of Parkes, N.s.W., and
where the object and/or occupants were in view at least 30 minutes
(highly specific). '
Anyway, I have sugcestec in an earlier paper (Prytz, John - "An Approach %o
the UFO Maze: Philoscphy Based con Clarke's 3rd Law" -_UFO RESEARCH AUSTRALIA

"causes” for the majority of UFO reports, which could be grouped into three
broad divisicns: Physical Phencmena; [lental Phenomena; and; Technological
Phencmena. Because UFO repcrts/raaes result from UFO witnecses (regardless
whether this is during or after the fact, naked eye or technology assisted.
the human elemen:t is eventually involved), it is important to relate the
relative impact of %the above three groupings upon the unsuspecting human
witness. ’ : :

The bread category of "physical Phenomena” (which includes both natural
and artificial (but marmade) phenomena) is for the most part external and
imperscnal to the UFO witnees. ‘

The broad category of "Mental Phenainena" (which includes things like

Bsychic, religious, psychological end sociological phenomena, as well as hoaxes,
eing "under the influcnce’, etc.) is for the most part internal and personal

to the UFO witness.
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The broad category of "Technical Phenomena" (which includes anything of a
"nuts and bolts" nature, whether terrestrial or extraterrestrial) is construed
to pe totally outside of any frame of reference the witness can imagine; alien
to the day-in, day-out affairs and experiences of the average man-in-the-street.
Can the dependent variable (the UFO) be correlated with any specific
independent variable(s) that fall within the framework of any of the above three
broad %causes" for the UFO? If so, or if not, what are the implications?
But firstly, what independent variable(s), can interact with, hence be
correlated with, the average human population, to produce UFO witnesses, hence
UFO reports/cases?
In the case of "Physical Phenomena", attempted correlations could include
such independent variables as: sunspot number and intensity; lunar cycles;
the apparent magnitude of Venus; the oppositions (or conjunctions) of Mars;
meteor sightings; satellite launchingsj balloon launchings; atmospheric nuclear .
tests; satellite re-entries; and, any number of specific weather patterns.
In the case of ‘lMental Phenomena®, UFOs( As the dependent variable) could
be compared with trends in such things as: Stress (as measured by: rates of
divorce, crime, suicide, unemployment, drug abuse, inflation, etc., or degree of
world instability (ie: wars and rumors of wars)); changes in age and composition
of human population; media influences (ie: UF(C and/or space publicity); degree
of interest in the paranormal (as measured perhaps by not only number of media
or publication references, but by the number of astrology columns published; degree
of church attendance recorded; or, number of religious cults formed); the political
situation (measured via the composition and majority of the Government; the
proximity of an election; the popularity of a political leader and/or Government,
etc.) There is enough scope within the "Mental" area to keep even a computer
busy for weeks!

Notice that the above suggested independent variables are known and measureable
qualities. There would be little point (from the point of view of explanation)
of using as independent variables other unknown (though measureable) qualities
of human experience such as religious miracles and visions; disappearances within
the Bermuda Triangle; sightings of monsters (Loch Ness, Bigfoot, etc.) or of
ghosts etc. One cannot use one unexplained phenomena to explain another heretofore
unewplained phenomena. Furthery, should UFOs be highly correlated with such other
unexplained phenomena, and that unexplained phenomena be correlated with some
(or none) other known physical or mental factor, then the middleman can be
eliminated as the UFO should be directly correlated with that known factor (Gt
AR equals B equals C, then A equals C).

Jhich brings up the case of "Technological Phenomena" where anything is of .
an unknown nature in terms of gquality and gquantity. It lies in the Never-Never
Land outside of the realm of the average "John Doe" in terms of current
understanding of the average world. It suggests a factor not only external and
impersonal to "John Doe!, but with a degree of intelligence behind it that makes
any efforts on the part of "John Doe™ to measure and predict it doomed to
failure without cooperation of that intelligence (which could be terrestrial in
terms of "secret weapons", or terrestrial in terms of "time travellers'", or
extraterrestrial) or an Act of God.

But before ufologists run off and invoke (other than as an act of faith or
belief) any "Technological Phenomena” as a cause of the UFO phenomena, either zero
correlations must be documented with any physical and/or mental phenomena,
or else positive historical correlations, used to yield predictions, must fall
flat as events come to pass.

In terms of assigning logical individual independent variables as possible
factors which could be correlated with the UFO enigma, not to mention the
possible permutations, computer assistance is a must (otherwise be prepared to
work out mathematical equations till Hell freezes over)! For example, although
neither the popularity of the Prime Ffinister, OR the number and intensity of
sunspot activity, OR the number of astrology columns in the newspapers may
by themselves yield a UFO correlation of greater than .5 (for say number of UFO
cases inAustralia per year), when taken together, they may yield a positive
correlation of .9999! Who knows? Even though the above example may border on the
ridiculous, has anyone done the calculations? Has anyone really done anything

5 . T T B AR T L e T el Dol 1 e R B B O e
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which shouws a positive correlation between UFOs and some 1ndependent varlable(s)
which has been extrapolated into the future and tested?

Of course a ,5999 hlsrorlcal correlation between UFOs and some other
independent variable(s) would nct prove causality. A highly successful prediction
based on that positive correlaticn would go a long way towards doing so (one
could of course "cheat" and use data through say 1970 to predict (in retrospec})
1980 - but a longer baseline of data (through 1980) to predict 1990 would be
more meaningful).

But what if UFOs can not be h;storloally correlated with any known and
measureable independert veriable(s)? Given that just about any reasonable/logical
correlation test that is possible has been done, and that no correlation
(to a degree of .75 or more) has been uncovered, then only one logical
conclusion is lefi: the UFO phenomena (as a collective whole) (if that was
what was tested). or a par: cf the UFO phenomena (ie: physical trace cases),
is totally alien and external Lo any other known factor(s) we can think of...
sort of like an extraterzrestrial visitation would be!l

But it is not encugh to just {orecast the base UFO. historical trend -~
that suggests rothing. Hictor 1pa1 correlations must be attemptod to be discovered
and if discovered, forecast into the future via scenario generation of the
independent variable(s). hence tested. If the scenario generation of the
independeiit variable(s) matches future reality, but the UFO does not - well
that's another problem, bu% at least ore or more cause/effect theories bit the
dust .as a result. If no histordcal correlations came to pass, then I propose
that in itself is highly significant and revealing.

In corclusion, I therefere suggest that we have the ways and means (in
terms of a statistically sicnitficant data base; mathematical tools, and computer
technology) to put an end %o pure thecretical speculations re: the UFO and the
underlying cause(s) of the same. Je should plan cur attack (think up the

"logical independent variables tho® could pe cocvelated with UFOs); look up
and/or acquire the neceseary data; f{eed the czata (for both $he dependent and
independent variable(s)) in seme cumpuber system; punch the buttons; obtain
our correlations; feed the comsuter againg obtain our predictions; (pay the

- computen billl); fest the predictions, and contimue doing the above until such
time as we say in a scientific cense that the UFO mystery is either solved, or
unsolvable #sing all cof the resources at our command.

The Australien Centre foxr UFJ Studiee - Investigabion System.

by A.C.U.F.0.S.

In order to aseist the publisned aim of ACUFOS in promoting UFO research
in Australia. the Centre @nnounced in November 1980 that it had created an
.ACUFOS investigation system to suppliment the existing group structure in
locations where either !ic memoer ozganisaticn exists or there are individuals
who do not wish to join a Ur0 research organisaticn for personal reasons.
The system commenced 1 January 1951,
Admission to the ACUFQOS inuortigator status is by personal application to
ACUFOS; P.0. Box 546 Gosford NS 2250 on the prescribed form. A copy of the
form may be obtained by writ: -ng to the Centre enclosing a stamped, self-addresse!
20 by 10 cm .envelope.
Admission will be restricted et
1. Individuals who are not currently anbo~g of an existing ACUFOS member
organisation, unless bhct member crganicsaticn supports the application of the
person, and
2. Persons uwho are a2ble to show themceolies cepeble of some worthwhile contribution
to the study of the UrF0 phennomena, and
3. Who posses the ability to undertake the high quality investigation work
expected from the ACUFOS investigation system.

An annual fee of $30 will be chargec. Thiz fee will provide you with:
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#*5ix issues of the "ACUFOS JOURNAL" which publishes research articles on various
aspects of the phenomena, with particular emphasis on the work of Australian
researchers.

#A year's subscription to the offset printed, 32 page an issue, illustrated

"UF0 Research-Australia-Newsletter” published by Vladimir Godic of Adelaide.

*A 10% discount on all ACUFOS produced publications.

* A copy of the monthly two page UBIX'd "ACUFOS Bulletin" which provides (only)
the ACUFOS investigator with up to the minute news of events which will be
subsequently followed up in either the "Newsletter" or the "Journal’.

The above publications, Journal, Newsletter and Bulletin are currently worth
a total of $22 per annum if valued seperately (the Bulletin is not available
to public subscription). Some of the residue of the %8, will be utilised for
administration costs, however the bulk will go to the ACUFOS research fund for
use by all Australian researchers.

So, for more information etc., contact us at P.0. Box 546 Gosford NSJ 2250.

The Observation of Variable Stars

by Eric Harries-~Harris
Reprinted from CRUX.

It is generally understood that to be a participant in major scientific
research these days requires tertiary qualifications and access to multi-million
dollar equipment, plus a fwll time commitment to that research.

This is largely true in most areas, and the serious amateur with access to
professional bodies is rare. There is, however, one field in which this is not
so, and it is open to anyone with the necessary interest and dedication.

I refer to amateur astronomy and to that particular branch known as the study of
variable stars.

Throughout the world, thousands of very ordinary men and women are nightly
training their modest telescopes on these fascinating objects, writing up their
data and sending it to organised bodies who produce a whole range of material
in the form neccasary for evaluation by professional observatories. Since there
is a wide range.of different types of variable star, so there are observers
of varying skills who study one or another of them. Let us qualify the obvious
and state that a veriable stgr is one whose radiation output is not steady.

In the most common case these variations are reqular, or periodic and may be
caused by any number of different phenomena. Eclipsing binaries in line of sight
with the Earth are one such cause, their light fluctuations being strictly
regular as one star eclipses another. Other stars vary intrinsically by a
pulsation of their outer layers causing expansion and contraction of the diameter
with consequent flugtuations in their radiation output and spectral lines.

The periods of these stars could vary between such extremes as four to five
hundred days, to a little under half an hour. The light intensity could vary from
well below the threshold of. any modest telescope to naked-cye visibility.
Perhaps the most important of all, houwever, are stars known as "Dwarf Novae"

or eruptive variables. These stars remain quiescent for indeterminate lengths

of time and then, suddenly without warning, burst into brilliance, waning again
over a period of days or weeks to their normal faintness. In this respect they
resemble the more spectacular novae or supernovae except that these objects do
not appear to have recurrent outbursts, uwhercas the "dwarf novae" do. The
radiation output in the visible part of the spectrum of these stars is of a
catastrophic nature and it can be accompanied by activity in other parts of the
clectromagnetic spectrum, particularly in the ultraviolet and X-ray.

These emissions are studied through experiments carried on satellites equipped
to monitor the radiation in those parts of the spectrum. It is often the
function of the visual observer to monitor the selected stars in an attempt

to witness the early rise of such outbursts, and to pass on the information

quickly so that through international channels of communication, the earth satellite

experiments can be activated.
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Similar joint studies have been attempted in conjunction with radio astru-
nomers on the possible connection between radiov emissions and visible flares
on certain stars.

Yet another type of variable star shines with constant light output for
months or even years and then, unpredictably, fades in light output rapidly
and retyrns slowly over many months to its former brilliance.

It is believed that these stars throw off a shell of carbon "soot” that
obscures the visible radiations until dispersed in outer space.

Again, it remairs the task of the variable star observer to do this moni-
toring. Thus, ordinary men and women at their modest instruments provide a
wealth of data for those professionals who have neither the time available
on their equipment, nor the manpouwer to do this worke.

The visual observer is using his own judgment of the magnitude of any
given star. e has a chart, (Supplied by a variable star section,) of -the
star under examination. Also on the chart is a series of comparison stars,
the magnitudes of which have been supplied, usually by professional observato-
ries from photometric assessments. Thus the im dividual observer relies an
his own judgment which soun becomes accurate, (to within one tenth of a mag-
nitude, with practice).

It may be arqued that this hardly comes uncder the heading of truly scienti-
fic work, but even so, at the end of any train .of instruments, n: matter how
complex, stands a human being's five senses, his mental attitude, his training
and his intellectual honesty.

The observations are treated statistically in ten-day means, whose resul-
tant light curves are of sufficient accuracy for interpretation by professional
astrunomers. .

It is necessarily work of a solitary nature, but few observers feel isola-
ted, when a'telephone call or a cable can put them into contact with a chain
of events that ends in the furtherment of mankind's knowledge at the very fron-
tiers of scientific research.

No one could ask for more valuable work than that. And the cost is little
more than for any other form of recreational activity.

For anyone interest in joining the team of part-time astronomers I include
the following references: ~
TELESCOPES

Every Australian state has at least one Astonomical Society whose telephone
number will be listed in the local book. For membership of these bodies will
come a direct personal contact with other V3 observers, and a good knowledge of
the cost of telescopes either purchased or made by themselves.

VARIABLE STAR ASSOCIATIONS
_British Astronomical Association. (VUSS Section,) BAA.

American Association of V riable Star Observers. (AAVSO)

Royal Astronomical Society of New Zealand. (V35S Section)

Australian observers usually join the latter section and enquiries should
be made to the Director, Mr. F.M. Bateson, FRA3. Address:

The Director, F.M. Bateson,

RASNZ (Variable Star Section,)

Box PO 3093, TAURANGA, NEW ZEALAND.

UFOs and Prophetic Religious Movements

by Mark Moravec

A prophetic religious movement is a system of beliefs and practices, held
collectively by a group of people, which "formalizes the conception of the
relation between man and his enviromment" (Winick's definition of religion,
1961,p.454) and predicts the renewal and improvement of the workd at some forth
coming time. By examining three ethnographic examples of prophetic religious
movements, I will present the evidence for the view that such movements have
several common elements and are more than simply religious attempts to escape
from reality based on misguided prophecies. Rather, the movements seem to
emerge as a response to both certain social conditions and an "impulse" within
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human consciousness pushing human beliefs in a definite direction to produce
N3NUCe

THE AMERICAN INDIAN GHOST DANCE MOVEMENT
The Ghost Dance religious movement of the North American Indians emerged with
croot impact in 1890 after a Paiute healing shaman called Wovoka ("the Cutter")
haod a vision of God who ordered him to establish the new movement.
"All Indians must dance, everywhere, keep on dancing. Pretty soon in next
sprino Great Spirit come....All dead Indians come back and live again....When
Great Spirit comes this way, then all the Indians go to mountains....Then while
Indians way up high, big flood comes like water and all white people die, get
drouned. After that, water go way and then nobody but Indians everywhere and
game all kinds thick.” - Wovoka, the Paiute lMessiah (Brown, 1970,p.416).
Uespite the imprisonment of Ghost Dance prophets and persecution of their fol-
lowers by the white men who thought the movement dangerous, it expanded to the
most distant regions of the northuwestern United States (Lanternari, 1963).

THE USURUFA CARGO CULT
The cargo cult of the Usurufa, who lived in the area around Kainantu in the
eastern highlands of New Guinea, was investigated by Robert Berndt in the 1950s
when contact between the Usurufa and Europeans had still been minimal. The
first contact was in 1930 when the natives were initially terrified by the
sight of aeroplanes but later believed '"the white men inside the big mother
"bird were friendly spirits" (Christiansen, 1969,p.28).
Because the Europeans had red skins, they were not identified as men, but
rather as spirits of the dead, returning with wealth in the form of quantities
of European goods (cargo) which would be stored in the large warehouses the
Usurufa had constructed. However, as the goods did not arrive as calculated,
distrust of the Europeans grew (Christiansen, 1969). The movement peaked in
1947 between Mount Hagen and the PFarkham River and spread beyond, with periods
of disappointment and depression following excited expectation (Lanternari, 1963).

THE SN BAYE S GISFY S R 6 S @ UIET:
A modern counterpart is a movement which began in the 1950s in an industrialised
city in the miduwest of the U.3.A. A surburban housewife, "lrs Marian Keech",
received messages via automatic writing claimed to be sent by 'superior beings
from a planet called 'Clarion'. These beings have been visiting the earth,
she says, in what we call flying saucers" (Festinger, Riecken and Schachter,
1964,p.30). Through Mrs Keech's network of friends, a movement of initially
several dozen people gathered around her and became committed to the beliefs
of the group's accumulating folklore. Possible objective, physical manifesta-
tions which occurred include the mysterious appearance and disappearance of a
"stiff-legged entity" at a prophecised flying saucer landing.
The "Guardians", as the beings came to be known, gave the group teachings and
advice about religious matters and cosmology, and predicted future events, the
most important event being a flood which would submerge the city just before
dawn on Oecember 21, accompanied by a cataclysm which would submerge the
Jest Coast of the Americas. Those people who drowned wiuld be spiritually
reborn on other planets appropriate to their spiritual development, but flying
saucers would come down from the sky in time to save the believers from the
Flood. Despite the fact that the disasters did not come to pass, the failed
prediction reinforced the movement's conviction, because its members took credit
for the avoidance of the destruction! The group only disbanded when the leaders
were threatened with legal action and possible commitment to a mental hospital.

COrMON ELEMENTS
The aitove three prophetic religious movements share a number of common ele-
ments. They (1) were dissatisfied with the social conditions which they were
forced to accept; (2) rejected established authority; (3) were initiated after
1 prophet received revelations and prophecies from a "higher being"; (4) these
prophecies promised a new age of enlightenment and renewal for the world, a
rebirth in paradise; and (5) were catalysed by individuals acting as leaders,
prophet and/or messiah.
8y 1890, Indian culture was rapidly declining due to the unjust takeover of
land and violent expulsion of the Indians by the white man. Wovoka's claim
that the promised land was only for the Indians openly paved the way for the
Sioux uprising. In New Guinea, the Usurufa's brief contacts with Europeans
revealed the comparative material disadvantage of the natives. According to
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Christiansen (1969, p.108), the cargo cult is a “cult of wealth which does not
merely embrace material goods, but also power, good fortune and fertility, etc.,
which has its roots in the traditional ideology." A study by Guiart and wWorsley
(Christiansen, 1969) found that, of 73 lMelanesian cargo cults, only half had a
belief in the cargo myth proper. In fact, according to this view, the cargo
movements reflect more than an envious desire for European goods; they are a
search for "spiritual cargo'". The modern flying saucer movement was clearly
unconcerned with material gain, refusing all offers of money. The cult members
were unsatisfied with the social and spiritual conditions of modern, industrial-
ised society. The Guardians communicated with PMrs. Keech to teach her and other
humans '"those principles, ideas and guides to right conduct that are necessary
to advance the spiritual development of the human race...” (Festinger et al,
1964 ,p.45). The Usurufa cargo cult came to regard the Europeans as a threat to
safety when the cargo failed to arrive, and rifles appeared in the villages.
The flying saucer cult maintained its beliefs in the face of social pressure
from the media and the legal authorities.
The revelations which initiated the movements all have a similar content.
"God instructed Wovoka to command has people to work assiduously, not to steal,
lie or fight, to love one another and to live at peace with the uwhite man, even
though they might still hope and pray for his disappearance from their midst"
(Lanternari, 1963, p.152). The revelation promised the Indians the return of a
Golden Age of plentiful buffalo and spiritual salvation. Through dreams and
visions with the Spirits/ Europeans, an era of freely available material and
spiritual wealth was prophecised for those in the cargo movement. For those
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